
 
October 19, 2017 
 
InformedchoiceWA Provides Notice to the WA DOH Vaccine Advisory Committee Meeting 
Members on Deficiencies in the National Immunization Program and State Program 
 
On October 12, 2017 the Informed Consent Action Network (ICAN), with the support of 
InformedChoiceWA and other groups representing more than 5 million Americans, sent a notice 
to the Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary— 
 
Re:  HHS Vaccine Safety Responsibilities and Notice Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. § 300aa 

The 1986 National Childhood Vaccine Injury Act gave full indemnity to vaccine makers and 
providers in exchange for the promise that HHS would ensure vaccine safety was made a priority. 
The ICAN notice requests confirmation that certain obligations regarding vaccine safety required 
under the 1986 Act have been fulfilled or will forthwith be fulfilled: Deficiencies in the Pre-
Licensure Safety Review of Pediatric Vaccines, Post-Licensure Surveillance of Vaccine Adverse 
Events, Identifying What Injuries Are Caused by Vaccines, Identifying Which Children are 
Susceptible to Vaccine Injury, Removing Claim “Vaccines Do Not Cause Autism” from the CDC 
Website, Refusal to Conduct Vaccinated Versus Unvaccinated Study, and Reducing Conflicts of 
Interest at HHS. 
 
ICAN has given HHS notice that continued failure to act will result in legal action against HHS – 
and the right to take legal action is written into the law. When the Act was drafted, Congress was 
afraid we would end up exactly where we are today, with safety and informed consent being 
ignored while drug companies profit in the billions. Congress was correct to fear that the safety 
provisions they so carefully crafted would be completely ignored. 
 
Much of Washington State law regarding vaccination is built upon the premise that safety is 
being properly addressed at the federal level. 
 

RCW 28A.210.060 Immunization program—Purpose. 

In enacting RCW 28A.210.060 through 28A.210.170, it is the judgment of the 
legislature that it is necessary to protect the health of the public and individuals by 
providing a means for the eventual achievement of full immunization of school-age 
children against certain vaccine-preventable diseases. 

 
The above RCW assumes immunizations recommended for children are proven safe and 
effective. But HHS’s failure directly impacts the integrity of all state laws regarding vaccination, 
including daycare and school requirements, which are based heavily on the ACIP 
recommendations. ACIP recommendations are not founded in the science that is required by law 
to be performed to ensure safety. 
 

http://icandecide.com/about/
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.210.060
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.210.170


 
Both Congress and the Supreme Court have ruled vaccines to be unavoidably unsafe. The full 
impact of a vaccine or concurrently administered vaccines on individuals or at the population 
level are not known until after they are being used by the general public. Safety and 
effectiveness assessment should be perpetually ongoing.  
 
In keeping with the federal HHS notice, Informed Choice Washington is examining Washington 
State Law and locating sections of the RCWs that create conflicts of interest, and/or obligations 
the state has failed to apply in regards to vaccination. The explicit responsibility of DOH regarding 
vaccines is limited to increasing rates.  However, all state agencies that collect health-related 
data are directed to allow the secretary access to such data, so that he can identify high-priority 
health issues that require study or evaluation, such as the evaluation of outcomes of 
interventions to assess their benefit, the evaluation of specific population groups to identify 
needed changes, and the evaluation of the risks and benefits of various incentives aimed at 
individuals and providers for preventing illnesses. (RCW 43.70.050) 
 
It is the duty of the Secretary of Health to fulfill these responsibilities, and others, regarding 
vaccines and vaccination programs. 
 
With the incontrovertible data presented in the HHS notice, and the fact that WA State DOH 
follows federal vaccination guidelines, the Secretary of Health can no longer ignore the costs and 
consequences of the one-size-fits-all promotion of vaccines. The Secretary of health cannot 
ignore consequences of forming public-private-nonprofit partnerships that have turned the state 
immunization program into a marketing arm for drug companies. 
 
We at Informed Choice Washington are looking forward to working with the DOH to ensure that 
the Secretary fulfills his obligations to evaluate vaccination policy in order to appropriately 
distribute full information on vaccine risks and limitations to the public, track adverse reactions, 
and look for negative health trends associated with vaccination policies. We are hoping that DOH 
will choose to work with us on this. Regardless, we will be taking steps to ensure that DOH is held 
accountable as required by law. 
 
Sincerely, 
Bernadette Pajer 
Drella Stein 
Co-Presidents 
InformedChoiceWA.com 
 
 

https://www.nap.edu/read/12796/chapter/12
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/10pdf/09-152.pdf

