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. “It is simply no longer possible to believe much of the
clinical research that is published, or to rely on the
judgment of trusted physicians or authoritative
medical guidelines. I take no pleasure in this
conclusion, which I reached slowly and reluctantly
over my two decades as an editor of The New
England Journal of Medicine.”

—Marcia Angell, former editor-in-chief of The New
England Journal of Medicine

“The medical profession is being bought by the

. pharmaceutical industry, not only in terms of the

| practice of medicine, but also in terms of teaching
¥ and research. The academic institutions of this
country are allowing themselves to be the paid
agents of the pharmaceutical industry. I think it's
disgraceful.”

—Arnold Relman, former editor of The New
England Journal of Medicine

“Medical journals are an extension of the marketing
arm of pharmaceutical companies.”

—Richard Smith, former editor-in-chief of the
British Medical Journal (BMJ)

“Much of the scientific literature, perhaps half, may
simply be untrue. Afflicted by studies with small
sample sizes, tiny effects, invalid exploratory
analyses, and flagrant conflicts of interest, together
with an obsession for pursuing fashionable trends of
dubious importance, science has taken a turn
towards darkness.”

—Richard Horton, editor-in-chief of The Lancet

“I think we have to call it what it is. It is a corruption

- of the scientific process... It’s led me and others to

increasingly question the idea that the manufacturer

' of the drug could ever be considered the right people

to evaluate its effectiveness and safety.”

—Fiona Godlee, former editor-in-chief of the British
Medical Journal (BM.J)

“The poor quality of much medical research is
widely acknowledged, yet disturbingly the leaders of
the medical profession seem only minimally

.| concerned about the problem and make no apparent

efforts to find a solution.”

—Doug Altman, chief statistical advisor to the
British Medical Journal (BMJ)
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Payments by Drug and Medical Device Manufacturers to US Peer Reviewers in Just 3
years (2020-2022) was $1.06 BILLION to the FOUR MOST INFLUENTIAL MEDICAL
JOURNALS IN THE WORLD: New England Journal of Medicine, British Medical Journal,
LANCET, and JAMA.

David-Dan Nguyen, Anju Murayama, Anna-Lisa Nguyen, et al. JAMA. 2024 Oct
10;332(17):1480-1482. doi: 10.1001/jama.2024.17681.
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/39388188/ Linked Here.

1,962 unique reviewers, of whom 145 (7.4%) had performed peer reviews for more than 1
journal.

Over the 3 years, the median general payment was $7614 with interquartile range $495-
$430609.

The medical specialties included Primary care, Hospital-based specialty, Medical
specialty, Surgical specialty, Obstetrics and gynecology, Psychiatry and neurology.
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